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CONFLICT CASE ASSIGNED 

 
 

On Thursday September 8, Prosecutor DJ Hilson of Muskegon County was assigned as 

special prosecutor to review investigations relating to election fraud in which Attorney General 

Dana Nessel determined she and her office had a conflict.  Prosecutor Hilson will review the 

investigation and information for possible charges.  At this time, no charges have been filed 

against any of the possible defendants.   

 

Pursuant to MCL 49.160, the attorney general has the authority to determine when a 

conflict exists for their office. When such a conflict exists, the attorney general files a petition 

with the Prosecuting Attorneys Coordinating Council (PACC) requesting that a special 

prosecutor be appointed to take over the case. Upon receipt of the petition PACC staff, who are 

independent from the Office of the Attorney General, review the matter to determine 

appropriate placement of the investigation. Once assigned, the petition and all investigative 

materials are sent to the appointed prosecutor. 

A link to the statute is below:  

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-49-160 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

IN RE:  Matthew DePerno, Stefanie Lambert Juntilla, Daire Rendon, Ann Howard, Ben Cotton,  
  Jeff Lenberg, Douglas Logan, James Penrose, and Dar Leaf  

  Michigan State Police Dept. Incident No. 73-555-22 
  Attorney General Legal Files No. 2022-0340758        

ORDER OF APPOINTMENT
OF SPECIAL PROSECUTOR

Dana Nessel, Michigan Attorney General, recognizing that the Office of the Attorney 

General has a conflict and is disqualified under the provisions of 2002 PA 706; MCL 49.160, 

with respect to the investigation and prosecution of Matthew DePerno, Stefanie Lambert Juntilla, 

Daire Rendon, Ann Howard, Ben Cotton, Jeff Lenberg, Douglas Logan, James Penrose, and Dar 

Leaf, finds good cause has been shown, and the Office of the Attorney General is hereafter 

disqualified from further involvement in this matter.

I find that DJ Hilson, Prosecuting Attorney for Muskegon County, shall perform all of the 

duties of prosecuting attorney hereafter on this file until the matter is resolved or until I find, 

upon a new petition, that the Office of the Attorney General has the ability to serve in this matter.

 All costs and expenses of the handling of this matter, with the exception of personnel 

costs, will be borne by the office of the petitioner.  

     

Dated:  September 8, 2022                 

Cheri L. Bruinsma, Executive Director  
Prosecuting Attorneys Coordinating Council 




