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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: Lowell Area Schools-All Staff 

FROM:  Dustin Cichocki, Director of Human Resources 

DATE:  August 10, 2023 

RE: Staff Dress and Grooming (BOE Policy 3216) 

 

The following guidelines are established to clarify expectations related to staff dress and grooming which fall under Board of 

Education Policy 3216.  As a public school, it is our responsibility to create a learning environment that is accepting and 

respectful of all students.  Professional dress is part of that responsibility. 

 

All staff members are expected to: 

● dress in a manner consistent with the professional responsibilities; 

● dress in a manner that communicates to students a pride in personal appearance; 

● dress in a manner that does not cause damage to District property; 

● be groomed in such a way that their hair style or dress does not disrupt the educational process nor cause a health or 

safety hazard.   

 

The following expectations are established to encourage clarity regarding the above listed Board of Education Policy: 

 

● Staff members are expected to represent themselves as professionals through business casual attire.  Jeans and t-

shirts are generally not considered business casual attire.  

○ Please note that content related t-shirts that align to what you teach are okay. 

○ Fridays will be “Red Arrow Fridays.” This means you can show your school spirit by wearing your Red Arrow 

gear and jeans, a school appropriate top with jeans is acceptable as well.  

● Staff members may dress in ways other than business casual when it is necessary to facilitate their professional 

assignment.  This applies to certified staff when instances arise such as labs, physical education classes, field trips, etc.  

Business casual attire may apply differently to non-certified staff based on their position within the district (Bus 

Drivers, Custodial Staff, etc.). 

● “Casual” or “Theme” days may be designated by the administration through collaboration with various student 

organizations and the Building Leadership Team for the purpose of promoting school spirit, a positive school climate, 

and student/staff morale. All staff members are encouraged to participate in these school culture and climate 

activities. 

● Staff members are encouraged to seek clarification regarding these expectations from their immediate supervisor(s) 

and/or school administration.   

 

Note:  

● BOE Policy 3231 prohibits staff members from “...supporting or opposing one or more candidates, issues, or a 

particular point of view…” while representing the district or performing their assigned duties as a district 

Case 1:24-cv-00582-PLM-PJG   ECF No. 20-4,  PageID.408   Filed 09/16/24   Page 2 of 12



Lowell Area Schools 
300 High Street 
Lowell, Michigan 49331 
Office: (616) 987-2517   Fax: (616) 987-2511 
 

 

 

LEARNERS TODAY – LEADERS TOMORROW – RED ARROWS FOR LIFE! 
 

Director of Human Resources - Dustin Cichocki 

representative/employee.  Staff members should not dress in a way that could be reasonably construed to violate this 

policy expectation. 

● Clothing promoting political beliefs, religious beliefs and/or any other controversial issues are not to be worn by staff 

at any time.  
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