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W" Lowell Kids 1st

%% Admin Stefanie Boone - Nov 20, 2023 - [z

I'm sure you've all seen the nods to the "Arrow Assist”
Closets at LMS and LHS in recent newsletters and
postings.

On the front end this would appear to be a very noble
effort to be sure that children’s needs are met. However
since when is it the school’s job to outfit students and
provide daily toiletries for them? An occasional forgotten
pair of boots or spilled-on shirt is one thing, but this is
different. The postings state that no student will be turned
away.

| began by emailing the principals of both LMS and LHS
with some questions | have, related to the closets and
parent communication.

Please read through the email exchange below. Note that
neither of the principals, nor Superintendent Fowler are
willing to answer my specific question: “If a boy enters the
closet dressed in boy clothing (jeans and a tshirt) and exits
in girl clothing (skirt and high heels), would that warrant a
call home to parents?”

Where do we draw the line? With lack of any policy related
to school staff providing free items to students without
parental knowledge... where is the accountability? The
transparency? And ultimately the liability?

If you found out your child was entering the “closet” as the
identity they left your home in the morning as, and exiting
as another identity at school, without your knowledge,
would you be OK with that? Forest Hills Northern High
School has one of these “closets” and recently requested
donations of “chest binders” for the closet. Does the LHS
or LMS closet have chest binders available for students as
welll? Think about that!
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LMS Arrow Assist

The clothing closet at our middle school Is designed 1o meet the
diverse needs of our students, Located within our school bullding,
this clo=set iz a valimable recource to ansune that every student feals

confident and comforiable regardiess af thair circumstances

The clething closet operates on 8 system of conhdentiality and

respect. Students can access it discreatly, aither throwugh self-
referral or with the help of a trusted adult, such as a teacher,
counselor, or school nurge. This approach ensures that student's privacy is protected and there is

no stigma associated with utilizing this valuable resource

This is nol just aboul providing essential clothing, It also Tosters community and compassion
Danations from stall, students, and community members play a significan rale in keeping the

clagsel well-stocked highlighting the imporfiance of empathy and helging ane analber
 gnag | | | iy ping

In eseence, our middle school's clothing cloget is a symbol of aur commitment to creating a
supportive environment for our students, It promotes self-esteem, reduces barriers to leaming, and
reinforces the idea that every student |s valued and deserving of 1he opportunity to thrive
academically and socially



Case 1:24-cv-00582-PLM-PJG ECF No. 20-7, PagelD.450 Filed 09/16/24 Page 4 of 29

On Mon, Nov 13, 2023 at 12:07 PM STEFANIE
BOONE <drdboone@comcast.net> wrote:

Good afternoon,

| have seen some references to the “"Arrow
Assist Closet” in recent newsletters and
postings and it brought a couple of
questions to mind.

The description states that no student will
be turned away from access to the closet. If
a student chooses to make use of the closet
for any reason, are parents contacted and
made aware that their child did-so, as well
as which items their child took advantage of
from the closet?

Thank you in advance!

Stefanie Boone
(616)862-9832
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On 11/14/2023 1:16 PM EST Abby Wiseman
<awiseman@Ilowellschools.com> wrote:

Hi Stefanie,

In many of the cases, parents will be contacted. There are
certain situations that do not necessarily warrant a call home
(i.e a student forgot deodorant and needs some or a student
spilled on themselves at lunch and just needs a different
shirt).

Thanks,
Abby
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STEFANIE BOONE
To Abby Wiseman

Re: Arrow Assist Closet
11/14/2023 2:41 PM

Thanks for the response, Abby. Another question for you:
If a boy enters the closet in boy clothing and exits the
closet in girl clothing, or vice versa, would that warrant a
call home to the parents? Or is that not the intent of the
closet?

Stefanie
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Mrs. Boone,

In regards to your follow up question: If a boy enters
the closet in boy clothing and exits the closet in girl
clothing, or vice versa, would that warrant a call
home to the parents? Or is that not the intent of the
closet?

That is not the intent of the closet. The intent of the
closet is to help children in need.

-Ms. Wiseman

On Wed, Nov 15, 2023 at 1:00 PM Steve Gough
<sgough@lowellschools.com> wrote:

Good afternoon Mrs. Boone,

Our procedure here is the same. Parents are often
contacted, but not always depending on the
circumstances and needs.

Regards,

Principal Gough
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On Wed, Nov 15, 2023 at 3:08 PM STEFANIE BOONE
<drdboone@comcast.net> wrote:

Thank you, however, you did not answer my
question. If a boy enters the closet in boy
clothing, and exits the closet in girl clothing,
would that warrant a call home to parents?
What is your school policy on this?

Thanks again,
Stefanie




Case 1:24-cv-00582-PLM-PJG ECF No. 20-7, PagelD.455 Filed 09/16/24 Page 9 of 29

On 11/15/2023 3:40 PM EST Abby Wiseman
<awiseman@Ilowellschools.com> wrote:

Mrs. Boone,

Both Mr. Gough and | have answered your question. The
procedure is that, when a student needs something from
the Arrow Assist Closet, parents are often contacted, but
not always depending on the circumstances and needs. |
also answered the question of the intent of the closet
which is to help students in need.

Thanks,
Abby
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. Lowell Kids 1st
=* Admin Stefanie Boone - Mar 28 - [&
Why are teachers allowed to display their sexual
preferences and allegiances to sexual ideologies in their
classrooms at Lowell High School? What does this have to
do with academics?

May a teacher fly a Christian flag in their classroom as well,
Mr. Fowler? Asking for a teacher friend.
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.‘“ w e

& Lowell Kids 1st - » Q

This is the same teacher who is was hailed for
creating a shrine to a disgusting pornographic,
incestual, sexually explicit book (All Boys Aren't
Blue) in honor of our “hero” media specialist who
taces "constant attacks” for simply trying to
provide "Witeracy” (pom) for all. &

“Once she was able to convey... her dedication to
diversity and inclusion... she was accepted into the
program...” Is this all anyone ever cares about

anymore??

Christ said, "Whoever causes one of these little ones
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him
to have a great millstone fastened around his neck
and drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew
18:6)

https -/Jlowellsfirstlook.com/Ihs-teacher-receives-

fulbright-scholar-award-destination-uruguay-

A o LS S Y Lo
2024/ Hbclid=twAR 1 Qa-SEDEbsSe6zcoSIWA

2bge74-
nbyofDVmiFv?w’iwwwzwHstYos,aem,AijPqu?
ILY_gsPODJothchLKNTNouuMDchBch_ ivbDv
BWqNJgQjK3Fo5ftiKs il g
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You

NEED HELP? LIVE CHAT NOW! ... f o]

ABOUT US ~ LEADERSHIP & LEARNING v ADVOCACY & BENEFITS v

NEWS v MEMBERS ONLY v

Lowell art teacher’s paintings honor
school librarian’s courage

@ JUNE 6, 2023

By Brenda Ortega
MEA Voice Editor

When MEA member Sarah Ellis learned she had several months to create five
works of art on a theme of “inspiration,” she chose to honor her school district's
media specialist — Christine Beachler - who has faced ongoing harassment while
staunchly defending students’ access to books over three years.

AN

The question was how to convey all she knew, believed and felt about the w
her Lowell Area Schools colleague and fellow MEA member?

“I wanted to dedicate a series
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of paintings to Christine //////////////

because she’s a rock star—
she's withstood unrelenting
attacks with incredible poise
and just continued to uphold
what we all believe in and the
freedoms we value,” Ellis said.
“And it got me thinking: what
would that look like?

“How do | get across what's

happening related to books,

Three Lowell High School art teachers are exhibiting
work in a Lowell Arts show, L-R Christine Cosgrove,
Emma Bandos, and Sarah Ellis.

and what that means for our
larger society, while also
showing in some slight way
the battle behind the scenes
of fighting for our freedom of
information and our democracy?”

The five related oil paintings on canvas that resulted are beautifully moody and
contemplative works, featuring stacks of books arranged in various configurations
and populated with miniature people painted from tiny faceless figurines used to
decorate model train sets of the 1950s.

“| ordered a bunch of the plastic train figurines thinking they would create a sort of
stifled nod to the McCarthyism of that era,” Ellis said.

The work was featured earlier this summer in a
show of four distinct exhibitions by four groups
of artists — called Connections — at Lowell Arts.
The three artists in Ellis's exhibit are all art
teachers at Lowell High School, who created in
the “Inspirations” theme. The show ran through
late June.

E
i

Her personal favorite, titled “Deep Dive,” © s

a woman in orange standing on the precarious
edge of a messy stack of books — one leg
slightly bent as if she might leap off. Another
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features a book standing spine up with a
woman sitting atop it and turned away from a
“What Binds Us” and “And So it second figure below.
Goes” - Sarah Ellis
“That's called ‘What Binds Us,’ and that one —to
me — signifies not working with each other,
turning away from one another and turning
away from facts,” Ellis said.

One of the paintings includes no people. Titled “All Books Aren't Blue,” the piece is
an homage to a frequently banned book that survived a challenge in Lowell this
year, All Boys Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson, a memoir about growing up Black
and queer.

“The very top book (in the painting) gives the illusion of the cover from All Boys
Aren’t Blue, and having the shadow on either side be in blue is a nod to that as
well, with composition and placement of things to make it interesting.”

Ellis said she wanted to recognize the
admirable courage and accomplishments of
the Lowell district’s only certified librarian - who
serves as treasurer of her local union in addition
to other roles — but also to acknowledge her
friend and colleague’s humanity in the face of
personal attacks.

“Christine upholds such an amazing standard
for what education and educators can do in the
face of adversity, but she’s human and she
hurts,” Ellis said.

The inspiration for it all - Beachler — said she
found Ellis's work of tribute deeply moving.

o

“Deep Dive” and “All Books Aren't

. . . Blue” - Sarah Ellis
“Sarah is just very thoughtful and inspiring, and

when | saw her artwork it made me realize if |
didn't have support from wonderful people like
her, | don't know how | could have kept going,” Beachler said.
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The past few years have been increasingly
difficult as a small group of people have used
bullying and harassment to try to remove
books they find objectionable from school
libraries, she said. Beachler has faced a barrage
of terrible name-calling at board meetings and
online.

Beachler's work was featured last year in part
three of our five-part series, Freedom to Read,
on rising book bans in Michigan and across the
country.

She has been verbally accosted at the grocery
“Volumes” — Sarah Ellis store and even at a family picnic in the parkin
her small town east of Grand Rapids. A certified
media specialist for 23 years, Beachler just
completed her 35" year in education and
needed to take time off from work due to stress this year.

“It's something | never thought | would have to endure being a school librarian,”
she said. “Most days | know I'm doing the right thing and doing my job to the best
of my ability, and | have great support from my administration and from our staff
and our community. But there are some days where | just fall apart and cry.”

This year for the first time in the district’s history, two books were formally
challenged. Beachler followed her profession’s best practices, longstanding board
policy, and the law in determining the outcome for All Boys Aren’t Blue and the
sun and her flowers.

Two separate committees of seven people, including a parent, student, teachers
and administrators, read and discussed the books before voting 6-1and 7-0 to keep
them on the shelves. Both decisions were reviewed by the school board and
upheld in votes of 7-0 and 6-1.

In one case, the complainant

on to file a police report against the
school board claiming district
officials were distributing
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pornography. The same people
continue to speak against books and
use derogatory insults and personal
smears against Beachler and other
school officials at meetings and on

social media.

Christine Beachler

“I'm not really sure what more we

can do,” she said. “We already offer
every single parent the ability to choose every book for their own child, and that's
not enough; they want to choose the books for everybody's children even though
the other parents don't want that.”

Last November, Beachler was honored by the Michigan Association of Media in
Education — now renamed the Michigan Association of School Librarians — with the
Roger Ashley Freedom to Read Award, which recognizes an individual or group
who demonstrates exemplary support for First Amendment rights.

“Walking through all of these challenges has been difficult, but it is definitely
wonderful to have recognition from the professional organization and support
from so many people — especially other school librarians that have gone through
similar situations.”

Equally meaningful was an end-of-the-school-year conversation Beachler had with
a student who stopped in to thank her for defending young people’s access to
books. Beachler does not talk with students about what is happening unless they
bring it up, she said.

“We had a lovely conversation, and she was full of grace, mature and well-spoken,
and she looked at me and said, ‘Thank you for speaking up for our rights because if
it wasn't for you, none of this would be possible. When she walked out, | just fell
apart in tears.”

Beachler said Ellis's artwork similarly “hit my heart very hard.”

“That's what life is, | guess, trudging through the trials and tribulations of pe
your journey and having people to be there for you when you need them. | mean—
what else is there? It's how you deal with those parts of your life that give it
meaning.”
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For her part, Ellis hoped to honor not
only Beachler's courage but her
determination. For example, after
the district used $100,000 in federal
funding to update library collections
in all six schools, Beachler won a
$60,000 state grant to staff extended
hours — even through summer for
high schoolers

“She's making things available for
students and families, ordering
things for everybody and anybody,
and generally doing her job very

well,” Ellis said. “She’s got her game

Christine Beachler and Sarah Ellis

on with all of these policies and
procedures in place to uphold our
ideals, and she holds everything
together.”

Soon some of the works made in her honor will grace the high school library’s
walls. After visiting the exhibit with Ellis, Beachler secretly returned to the gallery
and bought two of the paintings.

“They're beautiful pieces, and they mean the world to me,” Beachler said. “I'm so
happy that I'll be able to look out there and see them, and they can keep me

going.”

Editor’s note: Christine Beachler was one of many MEA members featured last
year in Freedom to Read, our five-part series on rising book bans in Michigan
and across the country.

HOME-SIDEBAR / NEWSROOM / TEACHERS
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Lowell High School ‘

11700 Vergennes Street

Lowell, Michigan 49331
Office: (616) 987-2900 Fax: (616) 987-2911

\

January 19,2024

Mrs. Boone,

It has been brought to my attention by concerned members of the community that you continue to post
inappropriately to social media about members of our staff related to their professional practice as employees of
the District. You have stated on more than one occasion that you want to work with and help the District, yet u
continue in this inappropriate and unproductive behavior even after we have asked repeatedly that you stop. The
most recent post that | am aware of can be construed as threatening in nature and significantly elevates my '
concern. As aresult, | am compelled to request that you immediately cease and desist from any reference
to any Lowell Area Schools employee on social media and/or other public communication platforms. !
Failure to comply with this request will be perceived as a deliberate and inappropriate act against the involved staff
and the District further demonstrating your lack of willingness to work with the District in any constructive manner
and may result in further action including but not limited to all available legal remedies.

While individuals may have differing opinions regarding all manner of issues, it is a basic and minimal expectation
that all members of our school community, including parents, express their differences and concerns in an
appropriate, respectful and productive manner. Making derogatory, disrespectful, disparaging and/or threatening
comments on social media platforms is not only unconstructive but also damaging to the well-being of our
dedicated staff members and the school community in general. As principal of Lowell High School, I have an
obligation to do all that | can to ensure a safe and appropriate environment for all students and staff. As a result, |
am directing that you have no contact with our staff without prior permission from the involved building
principal or the superintendent. Failure to comply with this directive may result in further restrictive action
including but not limited to an order of no trespass prohibiting your presence at all school functions.

Il members of our community to resolve
ropriate administrators when you have
s of our school community are treated
n this letter are, unfortunately,

We remain committed to working constructively an
issues and challenges. To that end, | encouragey
questions or concerns. We are also committed
with decency, dignity and respect which is why |

necessary at this time.

Sincerely,

Stephe
Principal
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